"ARE YOU ONE OF HIM?"-(Epaphras)...(Col.1:1-8)


                                                                    (Col.4:12-13)


Over the past ten years we have studied several bible characters like Jonah, Daniel, Abraham, & Nehemiah.  But today we jump into the N.T. to look at a man that most people don't even realize exhisted.-(Topic-4:12a)


	"Epaphras" is a man only mentioned 3 times in the               


          bible...also mentioned in Philemon, he was a native of 	Colossae, and was responsible for the conversion of 	many people in HIS NEIBORHOOD!


(1)-He was an ASSET TO HIS PASTOR


(Colossians 1:7-"a dear fellowservant")


I have made up my mind if I ever go back to JUST being a member of a church, I am going to be a REAL blessing to my pastor!!!-(I know how to be the BEST MEMBER I CAN BE...I HAVE LEARNED THAT FROM PASTORING!!!)


	*The name "Epaphras" can be broken down  by 	letters in this way: "Everything's Possitive About 	Paul's Head-strong Rebuke Against Sin"!


As Paul was imprisioned, Epaphras would come to see him FOR HELP concerning the needs of the churches...but in coming, he also was HELP to this discouraged man of God!





(2)-He ANSWERED TO HIS POTENTATE


(Colossians 1:7-"a faithful minister of Christ")


	In the end, Epaphras answered to God...and he knew that!  People whine and gripe and complain like they do because they don't think they answer to ANYBODY!-(Sinai)


(Romans 14:12-"So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.")





(3)-He ALWAYS SPOKE POSSITIVE TIDINGS


(Colossians 1:8-"Epaphras declared unto us your love in the Spirit") --Nobody knew the members at Colossae better than preacher Epaphras, yet he said all the good things he could about them!  He extolled their virtues, and kept silent about their shortcomings!  YOUR CARELESS CRITICISM BRINGS DISHONOR TO THE CHURCH FOR WHICH CHRIST DIED!!! 





         *Epaphras was not only "OF" the church, 			 but also "FOR" the church-(4:12).


 *(Catholic preists problems/PTL)-The world can't wait to     


    hear something juicy about God's people!


I don't care how bad you think things are going at your church...you should believe in the church, and support it with your utmost loyalty---if you can't do that, GET OUT!!!


	


Don't EVER be found guilty of dragging the failure of your pastor, deacons, teachers, or members before the lost world....to do so is to be a TRAITOR!!!


	Epaphras was not one to POUT over loss of POWER 	and CONTROL in the church!-(most church gripes 	are because people who use to RUN THINGS no 	longer have the power to do so under new leadership!)


(3 John 9-"I wrote unto the church, but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not")





(4)-He was ACCUSTOMED TO PRAYER-(4:12)


*We hear of people being called to preach, teach, be  


  missionaries...but what about the ministry of PRAYER?


His prayerlife was:    


(a)-PERSISTENT-"always"


	We need the motto of Jacob at Peniel when it comes  


          to prayer..."Don't give up-hold on"!


(b)-AGONIZING-"labouring fervently"


(c)-INTELLIGENT-"that ye may stand perfect and 					      complete in all the will of God"





(5)-He was in ACCEPTANCE OF GOD'S PLANS-(4:13)


	Apparently, his concern for people went BEYOND the 	four walls of his church...out towards the millions who 	have never heard the gospel!


Did it EVER occur to you that within THIS CHURCH today,  God may send out Missionaries and pastors!  RIGHT NOW THEY HAVE THE CALL OF GOD on their lives and may not even see it as yet!


