TOMMY SHARPE.....(Memorial/Funeral-3/16/2002)


			        (Trinity Methodist Church)


The bible has much to say about being "neighborly".  We are reminded in stories like "the good samaritan" that a true neighbor is there to help, love, and take risks that others refuse to take!...(Tommy was a kind neighbor, who sacrificed his time and abilities to help make this community a better place in which to live.)





(Prov.18:24-"A man that hath friends must show himself friendly...")


Benjamin Franklin once said, "Be slow in choosing a friend...and even slower in changing one."


A Russian Proverb states, "An old friend is better than two new ones."


And, "When we loose a friend we all die a little"!


I first met Tommy during the blizzard in 1993. He was out with Libby riding in the snow in their white pick-up truck. Ever since then we've had several times together...either working on cars, riding 4-wheelers, or just getting together to shoot the breeze.    


I told him once that "the only time I ever called on him was when something got tore up or fell apart"!   But regardless of what he was doing he would always be willing to lend a hand and help you out when you needed him.  


He, (like myself) enjoyed the snow/4-wheelers/and deer hunting/and wearing western clothes.  


There were times Tommy would just come down to the house to watch me do my taxidermy work...we would talk of the silent challenges each of us had experienced over the years during our hunts.


(I was particularly jealous of the giant 7 pointer on his fire place!!!-Tommy complained "that's all there is around here is 7 pointers....that's as high as they go around my house!")


	We talked the other night about how Tommy loved to suprise people....(He tore out on the 4 wheeler to met Libby at the road because of all the cars at the power lines during her SUPRISE PARTY!)-I will miss all those fun times when we laughed!!!











POEM by Rosa lee Carter.......


I think that God will never send, a gift so precious as a friend.


A friend who always understands, and fills each need as it demands.


Whose loyalty will stand the test, when skies are bright or overcast.


Who sees the faults that merit blame, but keeps on loving just the same.


Who does far more than creeds could do, to make us good, to make us true.


Earth's gifts a sweet contentment lend, But only God can give a friend!


