MOSES: "Every excuse in the Book!"....(Exo.4:1-17)


(Study-#14)-or "TAKE IT BY THE TAIL"!-(v.4)


(Luke 14:17-20....turn)  *If it's not the LOOT then it's the LAND or the LADIES!!!   Each one of us at one time or another have given our reasons for abandoning the Lord.





God had just spoken to Moses from a burning bush promising power and deliverence for those in bondage, but somehow that wasn't enough for him!-Here in America we have freedom of speech and expression; we live in  a prosperity that only 5% of the world's population experiences!  No one can stop us from attending church but ourselves....and yet we say to God in our apathy, "God, it's just not enough to get ME to do anything for you!!!"





(Matthew 11:20-24....turn)(12:38-42....turn)--God has blessed America.....He has given us homes, jobs, familys, friends, money, peace, health; but somehow that just isn't enough for most people; and so in the past few weeks He has given to us a WAKE UP CALL!!!-(Wake up calls are designed to keep you from missing you're flight/ride).


     PATRIOTISM comes from the proper appreciation of 


     our PRIVILEDGES!  We had a 3x5' american flag on 


     display in front of the church before somebody stole it!!!   


     (Somewhere in Alexander County a "thief" made 


     patriotism his excuse to steal!)-Moses had his excuses to!


(1)-THE SKEPTICISM OF MOSES-(v.1-"But"!)


*The reason he is so skeptical is this; HE DOESN'T 


  TRUST PEOPLE!!!-(church building!)   He actually 


  believed that the unbelief of Israel would be a determining  


  factor in accomplishing God's plan!-(God needs nothing)


(Acts 17:24-25-"God that made the world and all things therein.......dwelleth not in temples made with hands, neither is worshippedwith men's hands as though he needed anything, seeing he GIVETH to all life, and breath and all things.")-The coming deliverence was a GIFT!!!!!   The battle with Pharoah's hard heart wasn't the big one...it is the hardness of Moses!!!-(Mankind rejects many acts of God's grace to go to Hell!)





(2)-THE SNAKE-(v.2-5)-(song..."I dont like spiders & snakes"-"Are you affraid to take things by the tail?")


*You must get BEHIND IT...BEGIN...BELIEVE-(Sam the 


  snake)....*In this "fleeing from" then "Picking up" the 


  snake we see a snapshot of Moses' life up till now!


       All the rod would be to Moses was JUST A STICK; but


       God saw in it a SERPENT!!!-(Today god is asking you, 


      "what is in your hand"?)


*IT WAS:  IGNORED-INSIGNIFICANT-INCARNATED -


                   INSTRUMENTAL-INSPIREING!!!-(in ark!)


In verse 2 it is called simply "A ROD"....but in verse 20 it has become "THE ROD OF GOD"!!!-(It went from being a crutch to parting an entire sea!!!)-(From DEAD STICK to a       


DANGEROUS SNAKE to a DELIVERING STAFF!)


As we will learn about in this next miracle, NOTHING HAPPENED until Moses obeyed God!  If he cast to rod down but would not pick it up again WHAT WOULD HE  BE LEFT WITH???........A SERPENT!!!!  That's what partial obedience will get you!!!





(Part#2-"SNOW WHITE")


This is not the cartoon put out by Disney, nor the color of our sins after Jesus washes us.....this "white" is the equivilent to full-blown AIDS!!!


(3)-THE SNOW-WHITE HAND


      "Snow-white" leprousy was the worst kind!  It is the 


      kind that wouldn't get better on its own without a 


      miracle from God!!!  "REACHING" was the first miracle (and the most difficult to do), but here we see the RESTORING, which was impossible for man, but simple when God was obeyed!





(4)-THE SPEECH OF MOSES-(v.10-12)


(Acts 7:22-"Moses...a man mighty in WORDS and in deeds")  *God sees in Moses what he never saw in himself!     


                One has said that "When humility speaks of itself 


                it is then called PRIDE!" (If you are ever 


                anything for God YOU will never see it!!!)











(1 Corin. 2:1-4,5-"And I brethren, when I came to you, came not with excellentcy of speech or of wisdom, declaring unto you the testimony of God, ....And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of mans wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.")-(It's not in our SMARTS; it's in the SAVIOUR!-v.12)


        It has been said that RESPONSIBILITY is our 


        response to God's ability!-(If God calls, God enables!)





(5)-THE SUBSTITUTE FOR MOSES-(v.13-14)


(*IN OUR NEXT STUDY SESSION)














   


