"THEM HINDERMOST PEOPLE".....(Exo.17:8-16)


(Moses study-#46)


No sooner had one trial ended that another got started!  First the cul-de-sak situation at the Red Sea, then the bitter waters at Marah...then no water at Merebah, and now only 2 months into deliverence their first enemy encounter in the wilderness (Amalek)!


	In each trial Israel griped and complained; but 	mysteriously here, they meet this trial without a 	whimper and face it with courage!!!


Because of man's fall in the garden of Eden, we are all BORN to face troubles.  (Job 5:7-"man is born unto trouble, as the sparks fly upward.")


(John 16:33-"In the world ye shall have tribulation, but be of good cheer; I HAVE OVERCOME the world")


There are movements these days that oppose ALL war as if to say that nothing is worth fighting for; but sometimes it is a greater sin NOT TO STAND UP AND FIGHT for certain things!!!  To NOT FIGHT is the same senseless attitude that our society takes concerning murderers and child molesters when they stile against the death penalty!!!  -(SOME BATTLES MAKE LIFE BETTER!)


(1)-THE MEN OF THE ATTACK-(Esau's decendants)


Esau was known in scripture for giving the priority of his life to the appetites of the flesh.  (Gen.25:34-"Thus Esau despised his birthright.")(This means he despised GODLY things!!!)


	This conflict between Ameleck and Israel represents  	the war carried out in our own lives between FLESH                                                                     


	and SPIRIT!


(Gal.5:17-"For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh:and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.")





(2)-THE METHOD OF THE ATTACK


(Deut.25:17-18-"Remember what Amelek did unto thee by the way, when ye were come forth out of Egypt; He met thee by the way, and smote the HIND-MOST of thee, even all that were FEEBLE BEHIND THEE,when thou wast FAINT and WEARY?")


	


	Remember, "Rephidim" means "the bottom"!  That is 	where the attack took place...the devil always attacks 	when you're DOWN!


#The HINDMOST were ATTACKED:


This sort of attack goes on amidst the church...instead of approaching the pastor with their problems they will stir up a group of distant church members with their griping!


Although there is nothing wrong with being in the back of the line (cause somebody has to be there), yet, there is a certain vulnerability in LAGGING BEHIND YOUR LEADER!!!


(Mark 14:54-"Peter...followed Christ afar off.")...and soon he was finding warmth with the Lord's enemies, and DENYING him!!!


Many church folks like to be "tail-draggers" staying as far back in the pack as they can!(Peter said-"Grow in GRACE")


# The HELPLESS were ATTACKED:


	The Amalekites attacked only the "feeble, faint, and 	weaklings"!!!  (If the Devil waited till Jesus was weak 	from fasting in Matthew 4, then he will wait till you are 	stuck in the mud!!!)-(The SICKLY & SENIORS!)





(3)-THE MOMENT OF THE ATTACK-(v.8-"Then")


THE BEDOUINS THAT BROUGHT THE ENEMY-


It was the month of June....the Bedouins of the region would leave the hot lower valleys in search of grass in the cooler highliands.  The Amelekites were moving their flocks, but the MOVE that God's people made contradicted their move!


THE BLABBING THAT BLESSED THE ENEMY-


	Also, the recent murmuring of God's people against 	Moses put the enemy at an advantage!....You see, we as 	God's poeple can't be effective fighting opposition 	outside the church if we still have opposition within the 	church!!!


THE BLESSINGS THAT BOTHERED THE ENEMY-


(Deliverence from Egypt)-(Recent water from the Rock!)


	It was the strength Israel derived from the BLESSINGS 	that gave them power to FIGHT BATTLES!-(water).























 








